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MAY 8: USC 
SCHOLARSHIPS/ 
ARTHUR ERICKSON 


Speaker Arthur Erickson 


The May 8 Chapter Meeting, jointly 
sponsored by the SCC/AIA and the 
University of Southern California, 
includes student awards presentations 
and talk by noted Vancouver architect, 
Arthur Erickson. The 8 p.m. meeting is 
at Harris Hall #101, USC; Erickson is 
due to speak at 8:30. A 7 p.m. reception 
precedes at the Lindhurst Gallery 
($5.00; reservations due at the Chapter 
office by May 4) 

Scholarships to be presented by Dean 
Panos Koulermos and others include: 
AIA National and Women’s Architec- 
tural League Scholarships; Welton 
Becket Scholarship and Internships; 
Charles Kober Associates Internships; 
and Gamble House Fellowships. 


Erickson: “Eminently 

Modern and Expressive” 

Arthur Erickson has received awards 
too numerous to list, both in Canada 
and abroad. “| have worked hard to 
gain whatever experience | have,” he 
confided in his monograph (1975) 
“Though fired from most of the large 
offices in Vancouver at one time or 
another, through persistence | 
survived.” 

In 1963 with partner Geoffrey Massey 
Erickson nevertheless won first prize in 
the Simon Fraser University 
competition; in 1972 he formed his own 
firm, Arthur Erickson Architects. Since 
Simon Fraser, his best known and 
widely published works are University of 
British Columbia’s Museum of Anthro- 
pology, Vancouver; Toronto metro 
stations; and Canadian Theme Pavilion 
at Osaka Expo ‘70. 

Of the famous mirrored Canadian 
pavilion, he wrote: "The building has to 
represent one’s country, but what does 
one do for a culture so ill-defined as 
Canada’s? One thing that could be 
conveyed was the emptiness and 
immensity of the landscape... The 
forms, almost like mountain forms of 
ice, would still be there, but the mirror 
would reflect the sky. It gave a totally 
new meaning to the structure as 
something so responsive to everything 
around it that the building itself could 
vanish... The sky has enormous signifi- 
cance in Occidental architecture; | 
wanted to present this Western 
phenomenon to Japan.” 

Erickson is ‘eminently modern but 
highly expressive and communicative 
within that medium," according to 
Stephanos Polyzoides of USC. “We 
want our students to be exposed to his 
strong theoretical position combined 
with an ability to build with great, great 
conviction.” 


BAE FORUM RECAP 


The SCC/AIA-sponsored Board of 
Architectural Examiners Forum met on 
April 10 and was summed up as 
“uneasily optimistic” by Chapter 
President James Pulliam at the close of 
the session. 

The forum convened to air AIA 
positions on and reactions to Governor 
Jerry Brown’s proposal to abolish 
California's State Board of Architectural 
Examiners. Panel participants were: 
Stanley Smith, AIA; Morris Verger, 
FAIA; CCAIA’s Executive Vice 
President Daniel Sheridan; Ken 
Newman, Assoc. AIA, and BAE's Paul 
Welch and Vincent Proby, AIA 

Although the atmosphere was 
generally upbeat, one concludes that a 
satisfactory resolution to the conflict 
will take long, hard study, improved 
public relations, interaction with other 
design professions and the support of 
the entire architectural community 

First knee-jerk reactions to the 
Governor's proclamation have given 
way to concerted, pro-action efforts by 
California legislators. But the smaller- 
than-expected forum attendance (some 
60 persons) indicated the row that still 
must be hoed to overcome rank-and-file 
indifference to vital issues discussed: 
licensing, Sunset Laws, standard 
NCARB examinations and revamping of 
California's confusing 75-year-old 
Architectural Practice Law 

Janice Axon 


NATIONAL AIA 
ELECTS FOUR 
SCC/AIA FELLOWS 


Ten California architects, including four 
Los Angeles architects, have been 
elected to the College of Fellows of the 
American Institute of Architects. 

The local honorees are Charles 
Kanner, Anthony Lumsden, Leroy 
Miller and Henry Silvestri. New Fellows 
in Northern California are George W. 
Homsey, Richard C. Marshall, Claude 
Oakland, James Ream and Sherwood 
Stockwell, all of San Francisco, and 
Robert W. Stevens of Fresno. 

Fellowship is the highest honor the 
AIA can give aside from the Gold Medal. 

Charles G. Kanner is president of his 
own Beverly Hills architectural firm and 
was president of the AlA’s Southern 
California Chapter in 1972 following 
terms as treasurer and vice president 
Kanner’s continuous community 
involvement has included service as a 
director of the Brentwood Community 
Federation and membership in the 
Model Cities Advisory Commission for 
the City of Los Angeles, and the 
Mayor's Citizen's Advisory Committee 
for the Los Angeles Central Business 
District Redevelopment Plan. 

Anthony Lumsden, vice president 
and principal for design for Daniel, 
Mann, Johnson & Mendenhall, has 
won more than 30 awards for 
architectural design. A member of 
the Silver Group and the Los Angeles 
12, design organizations formed by 
UCLA and Cal Poly Pomona, he will be 
included in the reference book 
“Contemporary Architects” being 
published this year in London by St 
James Press 

Leroy Miller has had his own design 
office since 1966, and practices in Santa 
Monica. He has received three Merit 
Awards from the SCC/AIA, is one of 
the Los Angeles 12 and has been a 
faculty member at Cal State Polytechnic 
University at Pomona and a visiting 
design critic as USC 

The 27-year architectural career of 
Henry N. Silvestri has included involve- 
ment in community affairs and in the 
professional development of students, 
apprentices and young practitioners. He 
served the AIA's Southern California 
Chapter as vice president in 1975 and 
president the following year, and 
currently is Regional Director for 
California (1977 - 79) 

Election of the four Los Angeles 
Fellows increased to 72 the AIA College 
of Fellows membership among active 
members of the Chapter. 


James G. Stevens 


CCAIA SPURS E.R.A. 
PROTEST OF 
CONVENTION SITE 


The AIA National Board of Directors 
adopted in March a revised schedule of 
AIA convention sites, thereby post- 
poning an originally scheduled 1981 
New Orleans convention until 1983, 
after the extended ratification period of 
the Equal Rights Amendment 

Revised sites are: Cincinnati, 1980; 
Minneapolis, 1981; New York, 1982; 
New Orleans, 1983; Phoenix, 1984 

Controversy over the originally 
scheduled New Orleans site brewed at 
the 1978 Dallas Convention when 
delegates adopted so-called Resolution 
O-1. The resolution added to site 
selection criteria “the requirement that, 
consistent with AIA public policy, the 
location of future conventions shall only 
be held in states that have ratified the 
Equal Rights Amendment.” 

"| would say this is kidnapping a 
convention from one of our 
components because of lapse of 
delivery of ERA legislation, said Harold 
Tarleton of South Carolina in urging the 
resolution’s defeat at the Convention 
last May. New Orleans is in anon-ERA 
state. 

The resolution had been moved by 
California Council president Beverly 
Willis on behalf of the CCAIA and 
Boston Society of Architects 

Although the national board failed to 
ratify the convention resolution, it 
approved at its September meeting “the 
policy that one of the criteria on the 
selection of future convention sites 
shall include the status of state action 
on the Equal Rights Amendment.” 

Debate renewed when the National 
Board in December reaffirmed its 
previous New Orleans commitment 
The SCCAIA, among other chapters, 
urged reconsideration in a letter to AIA 
president Ehrman B. Mitchell, published 
in L.A. ARCHITECT, March 1979. 

“The extension of the ratification 
period for the Equal Rights Amendment 
ends during 1982, so AIA will be acting 
in accordance with the meaning of the 
O-1 Resolution of the convention 
proceedings in Dallas in 1978,” as a 
result of the March revision, according 
to Los Angeles architect Virginia 
Tanzmann, AlA 

Anne Luise Buerger 


"Witches* Commune with Ripple Root and Rolled 
Corners near Maplewood Avenue” 


“LA Door: Chinese | Don't Know Why with 
Domino Door near Hedges Place?” 


BOOK REVIEW: DAYDREAM HOUSES OF LA 


Daydream Houses of Los Angeles by 
Charles Jencks. Rizzoli, New York. 
1978, 80 pp., softbound, $9.95. 

A daydream house is the free-standing 
Angeleno version of the American 
Dream, which is to say generally more 
of a fantasy and more private than in 
other places. The examples in Charles 
Jencks’ Daydream Houses of Los 
Angeles are well chosen, and include 
many which experts in local color will 
recognize either with winces or delight 

Jencks has categorized them into 
“Witches,” storybook houses with 
irregular roofs and shingles; “Span 
Miss,” not quite making it as Mission or 
Spanish Revival and employing the 
connotations of the words span and 
miss; “Mansardic,” nightmares to make 
Mansart roll over; “Neo-Class,” or 
nouveau riche classicism (a fine 
example is "branch-bank Parthenon’’); 
“L.A. Door,” where doors have taken 
precedence over all other features. 
Jencks includes a genre of ‘Architects’ 
Fancies” — well known works of the 
Wrights and John Lautner. 

There are two more categories of 
Dream House: “Beverly Hills (movie 
star) Variegated” and “‘Boys' Town 
Variegated." The latter comprises 
remodelings of bungalows in the long- 
established gay neighborhood in West 


Jeon Passenger Terminal, Alameda Street, 
Donald and John Parkinson Architects, 1939 


UNION STATION: 
AN APPRECIATION 
ON ITS 40TH YEAR 


Forty years ago this month, Union 
Station was dedicated in one of the 
biggest celebrations in the city’s history 
There are many, like myself, for whom 
the station provided the rose-colored 
glasses through which they saw Los 
Angeles for the first time. But, even 
after it became empty as a general 
rule, it has continued to inspire awe. 
For one thing, the architects who 
designed Union Station were cognizant 
of the location and its surroundings. No 
other major station so perfectly reflects 
the geography, the climate and the 
heritage of the region in which it was 
built 
The massing and general proportions 
of the main station building, the Mission 
tile roofs, the archways, the patios, all 
reflect a strong California Spanish 
Colonial influence. The detailing, 
however, is a blending of 1930s Art 
Deco and Spanish, in some cases the 
former being stronger than the latter, as 
in the light fixtures and furnishings. 
The overall style could be called 
“composite transitional.” It was this 
quality which for several decades made 
the station look up-to-date, while at the 
same time having links to the past 
The basic California Spanish Colonial 
theme was selected for the specific 
purpose of blending the El Pueblo de 
Los Angeles, the birthplace of the city. 
The blending of Early California 
elements with more recent design 
trends seems to well symbolize the 
blending of cultures so typical here. 
Besides being the last railroad station 
in a monumental scale to be built in the 
United States, it is probably the only 
major station in the Spanish style ever 
built in America, as well as the only 
major station in which landscaping was 
an important and integral part of the 
original design. These last two were 
done so well as to lead many to believe 
it the most handsome ever built 
At the present time, two projects are 
being planned which would give Union 
Station a new lease on life. One is the 
proposed Multi-Modal Transportation 
Center. The other project is an “inter- 
national Zone,” extending from 
Chinatown to Little Tokyo, with Union 
Station, linked to the Old Plaza, the 
center and focal point of a continuing, 
year-round multi-ethnic celebration 
Ruben Lovret, City Planner 
City of Los Angeles 


Hollywood, Jencks had introduced the 
style as "gay eclectic” in The Language 
of Post-Modern Architecture, but in 
Daydream Houses he never defines 
Boys’ Town, merely spends a precious 
one-and-a-half pages of a scant seven. 
page text smirkingly hinting at it and 
“reading” it. Nor does he explain the 
pun on Father Flanagan's school to his 
English and European readers. 

This casualness is hard to excuse in 
someone so intent on communication 
as Jencks is, and he did write the book 
in England, with British spellings. The 
book is, in fact, a photo foray from a 
long distance, and this is further 
reflected in the bumbling of addresses, 
dates, movie stars’ names; in the poor 
quality of many photos; and in at least 
one oversight in crediting a well-known 
architect — not to mention the lack of 
information on the other unidentified 
designers. Daydream Houses of Los 
Angeles seems the product of several 
Sunday afternoon Jencks junkets in 
L.A., and as such is fun, but sketchy 
His translations of the homes’ messages 
in the language of post-modern 
architecture are witty and apt. The book 
is disappointing after Language, but 
one cannot expect a book of that quality 
every two years. The promised sequel 
may be more complete. Marilyn Fuss 


SCHINDLER HOUSE 
TOUR, LECTURES 


The Friends of the Schindler House 
{FOSH} plan a major program, “The 
Architecture of R.M. Schindler,” in 
May and June to benefit acquisition and 
restoration of the architect's celebrated 
home on North Kings Road. The 
program includes lectures by all of the 
leading Schindler authorities 
(successive Thursday evenings from 
May 3 to June 7, 8:00 p.m., Hoffman 
Hall, U.S.C.; $1.50 per lecture for 
members, $3.00 far non-members) and 
a tour of key Schindler houses, many 
shown for the first time (June 10, 10 
a.m. to5p.m., followed by a members- 
only reception at the Schindler House; 
$15 per member, $25 per non-member.) 

David Gebhard, Professor of Art 
History, UC Santa Barbara, speaks on 
“Schindler — His Chicago Years — 
1914 - 1919," (May 3.) 

Barbara Giella, Ph.D. candidate 
under Henry-Russell Hitchcock at the 
Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University, grew up in the Schindler 
designed Walker House, a background 
inspiring her dissertation and lecture, 
“The ‘30s Re-interpreted” (May 10) 

Stephanos Polyzoides, Professor of 
Architecture, USC, is completing a 
book on all of Schindler's residences 
under a Graham Foundation grant 
Preliminary research was published in 
a + u. He speaks on “Five Issues in 
Schindler's Work” (May 17) 

Through the co-sponsorship of the 
SCCAIA, critic, theorist and author 
Reyner Banham speaks on "Schindler's 
Architecture, Thick and Thin” (May 24) 

Critic Esther McCoy, author of the 
soon-to-be-released Two Journeys — 
The Correspondence of R.M. Schindler 
and Richard Neutra, talks from firsthand 
knowledge on "The 40's,” the period 
when she worked in the architect's 
office (May 31) 

Kathryn Smith, historian and Curator 
of the Schindler House, analyses that 
historic building in “The Kings Road 
House” (June 7). 

Friends of the Schindler House is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to the 
purchase, renovation and upkeep of the 
1921 landmark, Current president is 
Michael Bobrow, AIA. 

For information, write FOSH, 

833 North Kings Road, LA 90069. 


Next month: 
Downtown L.A., Part I! 
Kansas City Boulevards: An AIA 


Convention Guide 

Calendar: 
May 8: Chapter Meeting/USC 
Scholarships/ Arthur Erickson, 
8 p.m., USC, Harris Hall 101 
At UCLA, Haines Hall, 8 p.m 
May 10: Charles Moore 
May 15: Jean Paul Carlhian 
May 22: Richard Saul Wurman 
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The 2,155th meeting of the SCC/AIA 
Board of Directors, March 6, 1979: 

° Director Richard Conklin presented 
recommendations for increased WAL 
Board representation. 

© Stanley Smith, Chairman of the Blue 
Ribbon Committee to Stop the 
Governor's Plan to Abolish the Board of 
Architectural Examiners, reported on 
efforts to urge AB 46 (Sunset 
Legislation) support and stressed 
strengthening and restructuring of the 
board as short- and long-term goals. 

* David Sachson presented and the 
Board approved Professional Liability 
Committee activities, including 
development of liability insurance 
recommendations and proposed 
“Certificate of Completion.” 

© USC students Robert Tyler and 
Debbie Pearson presented their 
“Tension Structure Project”; the Board 
voted its partial support through the 
Scholarship Fund. 

e Guest Abe Falick requested AIA 
participation in the Coalition for Rapid 
Transit; the Board requested Transpor 
tation Committee study of the proposal 
* Student Representative Edward 
Martinez reported students’ reluctance 
to join the AIA; suggestions for 
encouraging student affiliation were 
discussed 


SCC/AIA Membership Report, March 
and April: 

New corporate members: Edward L. 
Carfagno (Bruce Becket & Associates); 
Chaung G. Choi; Charles LaGreco 
(USC); James C. Moore, III (Kennard, 
Delahousie & Gault); John C. Morrow 
(Parkin Architects); Eric C. Parlee 
(Hutner & Appel); Larry R. Price 


ubscriptions 
s are available 


Editorial contributions and correspondence are 
invited. The opinions stated are those of the 
authors only, and do not reflect the official 
position of the AIA or the Southern California 
Chapter, except where noted. 


Appearance of names and pictures of 
products and services in either editorial or 
advertising does not constitute an 
endorsement of same by the AIA or the 
Southern California Chapter. 


James ss FAIA 


Stanley M Smith, AIA 
Vice Presiden 

Bernard Zimmerman, FAIA 
Treasurer 

Lester Wertheimer, AIA 


Richard Conklin, AIA 
David Crompton, AIA 
Jerrold Lomax, AIA 
Louis Naidort, FAIA 
Harry D, Newman, AIA 
Clyde t. Smith, AIA 
resident 
Carol (Mrs. Victor | M A Newlove 
President, W 
Fran Offenhauser 
President, Associates 
Wusas R. Vreeland, Jr., AIA 
Chairman of the Editorial Board 
Janice Axon 


an Fernando Valley 


Lester Wertheimer, AIA 
Graphic Designer 
Editorial Board 

Anne Luise Buerger 
Peggy Cochrane, AIA 
Kenneth Dillon, AIA 
Thomas S. Hines 
Panos Koulermos 
Frederic P. Lyman, AIA 
Charles W. Moore, FAIA 
Michael F. Ross, AIA 

A. Jeffrey Skorneck 
Margaret Bach 

Editor 

Ken S. Evans 
Advertising Director 


(Charles Kober Associates); Eddie 
Wang (The Jerde Partnership); Stephen 
M. Albert (Environetics Architects, 
Inc.); John G. Deenihan (Symonds & 
Feola); Estabrook Glosser, Jr. and 
Byung H. Kim (both Charles Kober 
Associates); Gene B. Robles; Paul E. 
Thompson (Parkin Architects); Robert 
S. Barnett, Jr. (Group Arcon) and 
Henry W. Wesley (Canal-Randolph) 

New associate members: David L. 
Crandall (Thornton Abel); Thomas A. 
Davis (Brian L. Cochran & Assco.); 
George T. Kunihiro (Widom, Wein & 
Assoc.); Maren Macassey (Mutschier); 
John P. Stainback (DMJM); Sherryl 
Dickens-Shine (E. Jerome Tamen); 
Laurence Allen and William Bernstein 
(both Allen & Sherriff); Michael S. 
Caley (John Blackburn & Assoc.); Joan 
Herzfeld (Jerry L. Pollak & Assoc.) 
John L. Lyons (H. Wendell Mounce); 
Giovanni C. Podesta (William Pereira); 
Peter H. Ruppel (Rochlin & Baran) and 
Pamela Edwards (Lloyd Wright) 

New student affiliates: Rubin Nunez; 
Sanford Smith and Michael C. Pronk. 

Transfers in: Richard C. Diradourian 
(Martin Stern, Jr.); Marris Peika (SOM) 
Donald O. Battle (Dworsky Assoc.) and 
Richard Saul Wurman. Associate 
transfers in: William R. Christopher 
(SOM) and Michael Riordan (Benham- 
Blair & Affiliates) 

New professional affiliates: George C. 
Chiang; Freidoun Kermani; Jerauld O. 
Johnson and Ruben J. Lomeli. 


As of April 3, SCC/ AIA membership 
was 1,178, with 920 corporate 
members, 84 members emeritus; 137 
associates; 33 student and 4 
professional affiliates 


A 


SCC/AIA members wishing to be 
delegates at the National AIA 
Convention in Kansas City June 3-7 
should phone the Chapter office by 
Friday, May 18. 


Second in a series of Professional 
Development Programs will include a 
panel of experts on energy, according 
to Robert Oltman, AIA (380-6668) 
Time, place: May 16, 7 - 9:30 p.m., 
Orange Room, Department of Water 
and Power, 111 N. Hope Street. Future 
programs of the series, cosponsored by 
the SCC/AIA and Los Angeles chapters 
of the CSI and Producers’ Council, will 
discuss business development, life 
safety and other topics 


The Livable Cities Act of 1978 
establishes in HUD a grant program 
aimed at revitalizing inner-city neighbor- 
hoods through arts and cultrue. 
Architects, urban planners, landscape 
architects and graphic designers are 
urged to contribute ideas for shaping 
and implementing the program at a 
series of planned regional meetings. To 
send ideas and request further informa 
tion, write: National Endowment for the 
Arts, Washington, D.C. 20506 


Producers’ Council will host 
Architectural Secretaries Association, 
Southern California Chapter (Tuesday, 
May 15, Maison Gerard Restaurant 
Beverly Hills) to familiarize ASA with 
Producers’ Council, an organization of 
product manufacturer representatives 
Call Marilyn Spielman for reservations 
(278-6400) 


` 


WE ALSO BUY BOOKS 


Hennessey &Ingalls, Inc. 
Art & Architecture Bookstore 
— NEW ADDRESS — 
10814 Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles 90064 


— 
BOOKS on ARCHITECTURE * DESIGN * PLANNING 
new ® out-of-print © imported / hardcover & paperback 
extensive stock / special values at reduced prices 


473-0380 


‘Castle 


Sapestrios Á 


WE HAVE SUPPLIED TAPESTRIES FOR HOMES, ‘HOTELS, 
AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE WEST. 


Castle Newell — (213) 246-0290 


SCC/AIA Building Codes Committee 
solicits comments concerning problems 
with building permit processing, 
possibly as the result of Proposition 13, 
in particular within Los Angeles 

County. Direct comments to Chairman 
Richard M. Hennessy, AIA, 7060 
Hollywood Bivd., L.A. 90028. 


Architectural License Seminars 
announces two programs to assist 
candidates preparing for the June 
architectural license examinations. On 
Saturday, May 12, 1979, an intensive 
full-day seminar covers all sections of 
the Qualifying Test and the Archi: 
tectural Design graphic exam. On the 
following day, Design Workshop 
Provides personal advice and criticism 
to a limited group of Design Exam 
candidates. Both programs will be at 
TraveLodge International Hotel near the 
L.A. airport. For information call (213) 
477-0112 


Sally Landworth, immediate past 
president of the SCCWAL, has been 
nominated and elected by this Chapter 
as 1980 president of the California 
Chapter Council, Women's 
Architectural League. Also elected to 
serve with her were Chapter past 
presidents Jetty Fong as secretary 
treasurer, and Anni Szanto as 
parliamentarian 

Each of the eight WAL Chapters in 
California, in rotation, nominate and 
elect the three California Council 
officers for the coming year. Mmes 
Landworth, Fong and Szanto will 


assume their duties on January 1, 1980. 


Invitations will be sent out shortly for 
SCC/WAL's annual Reception for 
Newly-Licensed Architects to take place 
at “The Barn,” home of Elaine and 
Quincy Jones, Sunday, June 10, 5-7 
p.m. According to Gretchen Creamer, 
chairperson, invitations to participate 
also will be extended to those persons 
who have recently become members of 
SCC/AIA 

WAL is planning a special program 
for its regular meeting, scheduled for 
the third Wednesday in May. For further 
information, call Shirley Lambinon, 
395-9443 


The L.A. Conservancy Annual Member- 
ship Meeting will be 11:00 a.m., June 3, 
Banning Residence Museum, 401 E. M 
Street, Wilmington (549-2920) 


The Fourth Annual State Historic 
Preservation Conference, San Diego, 
May 10- 12, “Can Historic Preservation 
Survive in the 1980s?," will try to 
broaden the base of the preservation 
constituency by directing attention to 
the problems facing conservation 
Included are walking tours of the 
Gaslamp Quarter and downtown San 
Deigo, historic area bus tours and 
presentations of local preservation 
victories. Sponsors are State Office of 
Historic Preservation, Californians for 
Preservation Action and National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. (Nancy 
Stockett, Gaslamp Quarter Association, 
542 Fifth Ave., San Diego 92102, 714/ 
223-5227.) 


Japan in Aspen is the theme of the 
International Design Conference in 
Aspen, June 17 - 22. The conference 
will examine links between Japan's past 
and modern society, esthetic heritage, 
visual consciousness and technology 
Included are introductions to philo- 
sophical themes (Kome, rice; Sakoku, 
the semi-closed society; Rinne, rein- 
carnation; A/, love) and design themes 
(Ke, the in-between; Kata, incipient 
form; and Ne, between music and 
sound). Chairmen are Lou Dorfsman of 
CBS, Inc. and architect Kisho 
Kurokawa. 


a 
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Architectural historian Kathryn Smith 
will lecture on architect Lloyd Wright, 
Saturday, May 19, 4 - 5:30 p.m. at the 
Municipal Arts Gallery Theatre, Barns- 
dall Park, 4808 Hollywood Blvd. The 
talk covers Wright's career from the 
early Oak Park days to his arrival in 
California, including the Bollman, 
Taggart, Derby and Sowden houses, 
Oasis Hotel and Hollywood Bowl shell 
Illustrations include original drawings 
from the Lloyd Wright collection 
Following the free public no-reservation 
lecture is a reservation-only dinner in 
memory of Lloyd Wright (Hollyhock 
House, 6 - 8:30 p.m.; $11.00; call 
552-1011.) 
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118 SOUTH CATALINA | REDONDO BEACH. CA 90277 (213) 374-8959 


JOLY PATE 


NEW WALL FINISHING 
MATERIAL 
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR 


1 Durability and strength 


Once it dries, provides excellent hardness and strength but still 


ESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 


|] looks soft 
o 4 a = 
A ° 2 Crack resistance and flexibility 
Ss ° Hard but provides exceptional 
= flexibility crack resistant 
2 
T £ M 
Presentation Acrylic B (USERS CLAIM SAVINGS OF AS M % 3 Adhesion resistance 
Architectural Models n GS OF AS MUCH AS 30%) Provides powerful adhesion to any 
with fully illuminated © The MINIMAX Pin Register Overlay Drafting System: bese material, ootouemšceia 
capability = choice, but a wide range of 
° © Eliminates all aptabili 
Topographical Models 9 iminates all repetitive drafting. adaptability makes installation 
= @ Makes design changes easier and faster. easy free from peeling problem 
Acrylic Massing and = š ' i ç z 
Study Mode ə e Allows quick, accurate checking of disciplines against each Water resistance 
já < other. 


Once dries, absolutely water resistant; therefore, most suitable 
for sanitary spaces, such as bath room 


rotessional plastic 
fabrication featuring 
Acrylic forming and 
um metallizing 
ial Low-intensity 
illumination 


© Provides finished composite working drawings that are clean, 
sharp, accurate and permanent. 


e Is backed by a nationwide network of 42 top reproduction 5 

houses whose cameras have a common alignment to permit 
creation of composite drawings from overlays created in 
several locations. 


Fire resistance 


Provides higher fire resistance plus non-toxicity 
but non-combustible with no flames 


softens black, 


LEONARD A. STERN 


(213) 650-0739 CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 


AICA American Inc. 
15535 Minnesota Ave. 
Paramount, CA 90723 
Phone: (213) 634-1259 | 


For a demonstration or additional information on the 
minilllq1NH System 
Call Century City Blueprint Co. 
553-0500 
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Two conferences reviewed: 


“ARCHITECTS AND 
CRITICS” IN S.F. 


The relationship between any art and 
criticism is usually a fairly controversial 
subject. Does the critic explain the work 
to the public? Does he or she classify it 
in the artistic context of its time? Or, 
does the critic criticize, perhaps in- 
fluencing the direction in which the art, 
or particular work, develops? In the case 
of architecture, these questions can be 
crucial, because as a social art architec 
ture involves many people in the artifact 
produced: You can't just walk away 
from a bad building 

From February 21 - 24, The San 
Francisco Center for Architecture and 
Urban Studies sponsored a conference 
entitled “Architects and Critics,” which 
discusses these issues, among others 
Organized by Wayne Attoe, author and 
Professor of Architecture at the 
University of Wisconsin, the conference 
consisted of lectures by both architects 
and critics, trying to define and discuss 
the elusive nature of their relationship 
The speakers were Joseph Esherick, 
Paul Goldberger, architecture critic for 
The New York Times, Charles Jencks, 
Charles Moore, John Pastier, Alan 
Temko, architecture critic for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, John Woodbridge, 
architect and Wayne Attoe. 


Critics 

As could be expected, the critics had 
the most to say about their own roles 
John Pastier emphasized the breadth of 
education and awareness that is 
necessary to produce a good archi 
tectural critic. Allan Temko discussed 
the importance of the critic as a person 
who can inform the public about 
environmental issues, help to shape 
public opinion, and involve the public in 
shaping their environment. This he has 
done with great success in San 
Francisco through this column 

Charles Jencks devoted most of his 
lecture to an attack on mass media 
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journalism — particularly one recent 
article by Paul Goldberger in House and 
Garden. Jencks was trying to warn 
about the pitfalls involved in writing for 
a general audience and the problems of 
oversimplification. This was, in itself, 
fascinating, as one does not often hear 
Jencks discuss the critic’s responsibility 
to the public. His lecture, however, left 
much of the audience dissatisfied; 
ensuing questions tried to force Jencks 
to commit himself on the issue of 
meaning in architecture. Paul 
Goldberger dealt with Jencks’s salvos in 
a perfunctory manner and then went on 
to discuss how it is necessary for the 
critic to recognize the many-sided 
nature of his subject. The critic must 
address not only the art of architecture, 
but also its practical results, social 
effects and context 


Architects 
Interestingly, although all the critics 
discussed public responsibility and 
practical criticism, most of the 
architect-speakers discussed criticism 
of their own work as irrelevant, preten 
tious, doctrinaire or foolish. It seriously 
raised the question, in my mind at least, 
if architects read criticism. Charles 
Moore felt that vocal criticism of a 
particular job was usually a good 
indicator of its relative importance 
Esherick felt that evaluative criticism, 
dealing with design and use rather than 
esthetic issues, would be valuable to 
have. Woodbridge discussed the history 
of one project in which he felt the 
architectural critic could have played a 
bigger role in educating the public 
It was difficult to leave the 
conference with any firm sense about 
the direction architectural thought is 
taking. The debate about the critic's 
role is one which has long been raging 
among practitioner/ critics, historian/ 
critics and architects themselves. 
Perhaps if the role of criticism were 
more widely discussed, as it was here, 
our architecture would be enriched 
— Barbara Goldstein 
Critic and Lecturer, 
Department of Architecture, USC 
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“DOWNTOWN USA” 
IN LOS ANGELES 


Distinguished urban designers Raquel 
Ramati, Judith Hopkinson, and Anelda 
Sikora led Los Angeles architects and 
planners in a forum on “Downtown 
USA” on March 13. The forum never 
materialized, but the evening 
nevertheless demonstrated the 
importance of urban design to 
contemporary cities as well as some 
divergent approaches to it 
Ramati: New York 

Raquel Ramati, director of N.Y.'s 
Planning Department Urban Design 
Group, has been exposed to some 
of the most precursive public planning 
issues of recent times. Ramati kicked 
off the evening by asserting the need for 
human values in large-scale physical 
design. This is best met, she said, by 
architects who are able to balance the 
experience of both the pedestrian 
and building user with the more prag- 
matic desires of the building owner 


To make her point, Ramati reviewed 
trends in skyscraper design in New 
York. In early buildings, facades at 
street level were differentiated from 
those of floors above in response to the 
pedestrian. More recent buildings of 
monolithic “modern” design have 
significantly compromised the 
hospitality of the sidewalk with the 
rather jarring intersection of mammoth 
vertical bays. 

A few contemporary architects have 
attempted to bring pedestrians inside 
the lobbies or courts of large buildings, 
some with more success than others. 
But those buildings offering pleasing 
static views may not be as successful as 
those that are a pleasure to move 
through, a phenomenon often achieved 
through sensitive manipulation of scale 

Ramati’s series of sketches depicting 
alternative skyscrapper plaza treatments 
could be the thesis of an interesting 
book. At the very least, it was 
encouraging to see that New York's 
Urban Design Group is moving right 
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along with local architects in developing 
a finely-honed vocabulary of urban form 
Hopkinson: Pasadena 

San Francisco planner Judith 
Hopkinson may be an urban designer, 
but her orientation is very different from 
Ramati's. Instead of concentrating on 
the physical manipulation of urban 
space, Hopkinson focused on the 
economic and implementation policy 
aspects of urban redevelopment, 
leaving many of the elegant details of 
the projects she was describing for us to 
read about in the journals. 

As former Executive Director of the 
Pasadena Redevelopment Agency, 
Hopkinson has been intimately involved 
with numerous projects in the 
Pasadena downtown redevelopment 
area, most notably Charles Kober 
Associates’ award-winning Plaza 
Pasadena retail center. She offered 
some revealing insights into several 
elements of the Pasadena project 

© Selecting architects for major 
projects prior to identifying a developer 

e Postponing condemnation of 
existing structures until new project 
financing had been secured 

e Integrating new development with 
salvageable older structures to preserve 
district integrity 

e Opening some shopping plaza 
storefronts to the street to encourage 
pedestrian use 

Unfortunately, Hopkinson’s 
photographer did nothing to affirm the 
image she painted of urban revitaliza- 
tion in Pasadena. Instead of under 
scoring the links that will connect 
several nodes throughout the 
downtown area or the activity to be 
generated by the expanded, 
“amenitized”’ pedestrian streetscape, 
one saw an alarming number of barren 
formal plazas and isolated ivory towers. 
It is too bad Hopkinson didn't ad-lib an 
explanation for the unflattering slides, 
particularly in view of Ramati’s indict 
ment of inhospitable — if starkly hand: 
some — urban artifacts. 


Sikora: Los Angeles 
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ment Agency planner Arielda Sikora 
had the unenviable task of following 
two speakers who had apparently said it 
all. Yet she demonstrated a keen 
sensitivity to preservation of the street 
under wide-ranging circumstances. 

One of those circumstances is new 
development in the Los Angeles 
financial center and Bunker Hill. About 
these Sikora minced no words in 
bemoaning the internalization of 
several redevelopment area buildings 
and the need for more hospitable and 
coherent pedways between them. At 
present, the pedways do offer good 
opportunities for long-lens photography 
— some nice examples of which were 
shown, but little in the way of surrogat- 
ing dynamic street-level sidewalks one 
would expect to find downtown. In 
contrast, she pointed to Luckman’s 
Broadway Plaza, an internalized build- 
ing that nevertheless welcomes the 
pedestrian inside with light, glass, and 
moving people. 

A different problem is posed in 
districts that are already vital such as 
Broadway or Little Tokyo. 

These, Sikora stressed, require sensitive 
social planning as a prelude to urban 
design programs. A good example of 
such planning is the mid-block retail 
plaza connecting First and Second 
Streets in Little Tokyo. In this project, 
relatively undistinguished architecture Is 
more than offset by the plan's 
sensitivity to the district's fragile street 
environment. Streetfront elevations 
were allowed to remain almost 
completely intact while a new pedes, 
trian route was carved out of a former 
alley. Another area worthy of a social 
planning approach is Skid Row, a 
district misunderstood by nearly 
everyone, according to Sikora 

The local AIA and APA chapters 
pooled talents and coordination to bring 
architects and planners together ina 
design-oriented program, The result 
was not only a house packed with new 
faces, but also an opportunity to 
promote good design as the backbone 
to planning at all scales. 

A. Jeffrey Skorneck 
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